
 bread and wine into the actual body of Christ during Mass. In Italy, it 
includes a procession that carries the consecrated wafer through the 
streets as a public statement that the sacrifice of Christ was for the salva-
tion of the whole world and is held on the Sunday after Trinity Sunday. 
A different approach from our own Church but the same final recogni-
tion. We often are told that travel broadens the mind and this is just an-
other example. Quite apart from the experience of a different relation-
ship within the Church community, the day helped us to recognise and 
think about one of the celebrations in the Christian calendar. A part of 
our journey through life. We hope that you have enjoyed our little ram-
ble and perhaps even learned something.   
We send our love. Bill and Margaret 
 

~~~oooOooo~~~ 
 
 

This is a pho-
tograph of 
Freedom Chir-
ingwa receiv-
ing his 
teacher’s cer-
tificate at 
Louden Col-
leg in Mzuzu, 
Malawi. 
 
Margaret 
Cranston first 
met Freedom 
in the remote 
village of Mo-
santo in 2007 

doing volunteering teaching. A member of our church here in Bathgate kindly agreed 
to pay for Freedom to be educated at the teachers training college in Louden Mzuzu, 
something that many young people in Malawi can only dream of. Freedom will now go 
back to the village of Mosanto to teach the children and help further their education. 
We are very grateful to Freedom’s sponsor and thank them for their generosity and 
commitment, as we try in a small way to benefit our brothers and sisters in the Lusan-
gazi area of Malawi. 
 

Contributions for the next Newsletter should be with the minister  
by August 9.  

 

Freedom 
Chiringwa 
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Contacts 
 Minister: Revd. John S. Bremner, 2, Church Park, Bathgate,  
   EH48 1AT, tel. 01506 656662 
 President: Mrs. Molly Millan, tel. 01506 652268 
 Secretary: Miss Aileen Baird, tel. 01506 632047 
 Treasurer: Mrs. Eilidh Young, tel. 01506 631094. 



Letter from the Minister – July 2010  
 

“May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.” 
 
My friends, 
 
These words, so familiar to us as one of the blessings used at the close 
of worship or meetings at church, come from Paul’s Second Letter to 
the Christians in Corinth. In fact, they are the closing words of the let-
ter. But these words are also used often in some churches at the open-
ing of worship: they are just as applicable as a greeting as they are as a 
benediction.  
They may not be words which we would use as a normal greeting when 
we meet someone in the street, or talk with someone on the telephone. 
And yet the sentiments expressed by Paul are ones which we might like 
to keep in our hearts, and think about when we smile at someone or 
greet someone. May Paul’s prayer for the Christians in Corinth be also 
our unspoken prayer for the neighbour or friend whom we meet as we 
go about our daily lives. It is certainly my prayer for you! May the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 
Your friend, 
 
	������������������
Minister. 

Letter from Tanko  
 

As many of you will know, we sponsor two children in Ghana. They 
both live in the same village. Tanko, a twelve year old boy, has written 
to thank us for the birthday card and money we sent in April. The 
money was used to buy a school bag and a pair of shoes, which he 
uses to walk to school. He hopes very much that God will help us to 
raise more money to help people like him. He also asks for our 
prayers, that he may study hard at school, pass his exams, and grow 
in wisdom, knowledge and understanding. He closes with a quotation 
from Psalm 100: “Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you people!”  
So let us remember Tanko and Naomi in our prayers, asking for God’s 
continuing blessing on them both. 

 
From Bill and Margaret Bowtle - How the other half live. 

 

When we are fortunate enough to make a trip to a city abroad, we make 
a point of attending a service in a cathedral, partly to see how other 
Christians worship. On our trip to Italy, we attended a service in St 
Mark's Basilica in Venice. The building itself originated in 1094 as the 
chapel of the Doge of Venice and many of its treasures had arrived not 
through Christian generosity but by the simple means of looting. It 
would be an understatement to say that the architecture is exotic. Hun-
dreds of thousands visit as sightseers. Far fewer as members of a con-
gregation. A different form of worship from our own in Bathgate but 
still to the same God. Quite an experience, especially since we really 
didn't know what was going on most of the time. All within the most 
famous church in the city - vast, the ceiling covered in golden mosaics 
and uncounted scenes depicting religious tradition and history. A lot of 
gory scenes depicting martyrdom. Some chanting. Wonderful choir and 
sonorous organ. Peals of bells almost deafening (Margaret thought they 
had worked for me beforehand). That was just the morning service. 
Originally, we had thought that we would attend the normal evening 
service but changed our mind since we were near the cathedral by 
chance just before one of the morning services. However, we did return 
to St Mark's Square - almost by accident - just before the scheduled 
evening service. We are getting into the habit of happy accidents. We 
hadn't realised that this particular service was the annual celebration of 
Corpus Christi (the Body of Christ). As we approached the cathedral, 
we heard singing and organ music resounding over the Square. Then 
we saw the procession from the main door - led by the choir and made 
up of what seemed like all the senior figures of Venice, resplendent in 
their robes - clergy, army, navy, police, firemen, nurses, monks, nuns - 
and the congregation. Hundreds. The procession filed all down the 
Square through the crowds of onlookers and back to the door. Then the 
bells of the Basilica and of the famous St Mark's bell tower pealed to-
gether. No need for a hearing aid. Wonderful. We were amused that we 
had come close to being in the procession itself. Innocents abroad. 
Might have appeared in a newspaper photo. The evening made us won-
der what the Corpus Christi celebration was about. Onto the 'net' for 
some education. The festival dates back to 1246 and is celebrated in the 


